Current Industrial Reports

U.S. Department of Commerce
Economics and Statistics Administration
Bureau of the Census

Fluorescent Lamp Ballasts - Summary 1997

MQ36C(97)-5
Issued June 1998

Information about the scope of the survey, methodology, explanation of terms and
historical notes for this survey may be found in the introduction of the 1995
Manufacturing Profiles, issued June 1997.

These data are also available through the U.S. Department of Commerce and
STAT-USA Electronic Bulletin Board by subscription. To access, dial
202-482-3870 and follow the prompt to register. Also, you may call 202-482-1986
or 1-800-STAT-USA, for further information. The Internet address is: stat-usa.gov/.

For mail or fax copies of the publication, contact the Manufacturing and
Construction Division Information Center, 301-457-4673.

Address inquiries concerning these data to U.S. Department of Commerce,
Bureau of the Census, Manufacturing and Construction Division, Washington, D.C.
20233, or call Chris Blackburn, 301-457-4817.

Summary of Findings - The value of manufacturers' shipments of fluorescent lamp
ballasts amounted to $906 million in 1997, a decrease of less than 1 percent over
shipments of $909 million in 1996. The quantity of fluorescent lamp ballasts shipped
increased to 103.9 million units in 1997 f rom 97 million units in 1996, an almost 7
percent increase in units shipped. Magnetic type accounted for 65 percent of the
guantity, but only 46 percent of the value of shipments. Whereas, electronic type
made up only 35 percent of the quantity, but comprised 54 percent of the value of
shipments.

Magnetic corrected power-factor type accounted for 41 percent of the quantity and
38 percent of the value of shipments of all fluorescent lamp ballasts during 1997. For
1997, the quantity of shipments for magnetic corrected power-factor type was
unchanged at 42.8 million units, while magnetic uncorrected power-factor type
remained at 24 million units for the third straight year. The dollar value of shipments
of the corrected type showed a 12 percent decrease its third straight year; while the
dollar value of the uncorrected power-factor type showed a slim 1 percent increase;
remaining around $68 million for the third year.

The value of shipments of electronic ballasts grew almost 10 percent in 1997 to
$494 million compared to its level of $451 million in 1996; continuing its upward trend
while reducing per unit value. Quantity of ballasts jumped almost 21 percent to
36.5 million units f rom the 30 million level in 1996.



Table 1. Quantity and Value of Shipments of Fluorescent Ballasts: 1986 to 1997

[Quantity in thousands of ballasts. Value in thousands of dollars]

Year
Total

Quantity Value
1997............. 103,947 906,477
1996............. 97,355 909,178
1995............. 105,314 1,002,243
1994............. 108,114 940,746
1993............. 107,428 969,542
1992............. 97,034 812,287
1991............. 88,729 718,317
1990............. 81,364 615,569
1989............. 77,702 521,301
1988............. 75,676 476,375
1987............. 74,948 436,045
1986............. 69,840 407,906

Magnetic type

Uncorrected
power-factor type

Quantity

24,517
24,172
24,764
27,517
28,150
28,363
24,919
22,556

18,011
17,813
19,542
17,370

Value

68,528
67,884
68,165
75,013
65,820
68,771
61,413
54,403

41,667
40,916
42,814
38,601

Corrected
power-factor type

Quantity

42,887
42,841
47,648
55,991
54,790
55,379
55,467
55,807

58,265
56,799
54,754
52,039

Value

343,928
389,877
427,062
474,958
457,222
468,940
476,867
491,878

439,818
409,954
378,113
357,470

Electronic type

Quantity

36,543
30,342
32,902
24,606
24,488
13,292

8,343

3,001

1,426
1,064
652
431

Value

494,021
451,417
507,016
390,775
446,500
274,576
180,037

69,288

39,816
25,505
15,118
11,835



Table 2. Quantity and Value of Shipments by type of Ballast: 1997
[Quantity in thousands of ballasts. Value in thousands of dollars]

Total First quarter
Product Product description
code Quantity Value  Quantity Value
36124 Fluorescent lamp ballasts................ 103,947 906,477 25,343 228,100
Magnetic type.........cccevvrveiieiiiieic e 67,404 412,456 16,940 109,841
Uncorrected power-factor type
(less than 85 percent power factor). 24,517 68,528 5,919 17,114
Preheat start..........cccccoovevircveniiiicnnne 17,237 37,075 4,082 8,956
36124 58 Single-ended compact lamps 1/ (D) (D) (D) (D)
36124 62 20 watt and 1€SS........c.ccvvvevcrienens 8,371 16,506 2,089 4,052
36124 64 21 watts and over 1/........ccoceeevvenns 8,866 20,569 1,993 r/ 4,904
36124 59 All other uncorrected power
type, including rapid start.................. 7,280 31,453 1,837 8,158
Corrected power-factor type
(85 percent power factor or above).. 42,887 343,928 11,021 92,727
Slimline and instant start...... . 6,836 74,020 1,902 21,410
36124 67 Two-lamp 96T12 and 72T12........ 6,268 67,426 1,750 19,667
36124 68 Other Slimline and instant........... 568 6,594 152 1,743
Rapid start...........cccoeeeveeienenienens 34,188 255,900 8,642 67,635
36124 69 One-lamp 40W/48T12/RS 2/ (D) (D) (D) (D)
36124 71 Two-lamp 40W/48T12/RS......... 26,559 156,211 6,632 40,173
36124 75 Two-lamp 32W/48T8/RS 2/...... 2,265 16,618 567 4,249
All other rapid start 5,364 83,071 1,443 23,213
36124 72 800 to 1000 mA 3/.... (D) (D) (D) (D)
36124 73 1500 MA.....ooiieiiieieeeeeee 198 6,784 56 2,033
36124 74 Other rapid start 3/ . 5,166 76,287 1,387 21,180
Preheat start 4/........c.cccocoveeiiinens (D) (D) (D) (D)
36124 77 Single-ended compact lamps 4/. (D) (D) (D) (D)
36124 78 Linear and circline lamps 4/........ (D) (D) (D) (D)
36124 98 All other corrected power 4/.. . 1,863 14,008 477 3,682
Electronic type.........ccoeevevviniencniereeeens 36,543 494,021 8,403 118,259
Uncorrected power-factor type
(less than 90 percent power factor)... (D) (D) (D) (D)
36124 91 Single ended compact lamps........... (D) (D) (D) (D)
36124 92 All other uncorrected power............. (D) (D) (D) (D)
Corrected power-factor type
(90 percent power factor or above).... (D) (D) (D) (D)
Instant start:.
36124 93 One- and two-lamp 32W/48T8..... 15,438 183,781 3,538 43,977
36124 94 Three- and four-lamp 32W/48T8 12,595 173,266 2,850 41,277
36124 95 Two-lamp 59W/96T8...........coc.... 961 18,363 186 3,693
36124 96 Two-lamp 75W/96T12/IS 5/........ (D) (D) (D) (D)
36124 97 All other instant start 5/............... 1,141 17,399 268 4,111
Rapid start:.
36124 82 All 32W/A8T8.....oevieiiicrieniieie (D) (D) (D) (D)
36124 84 All other T8, 4 foot and less.. (D) (D) (D) (D)
36124 86 Two-lamp 40W/48T12/RS. 668 10,462 196 3,023
36124 88 800 MA......coieiiieieins (D) (D) (D) (D)
36124 89 All other rapid start... . 800 13,693 169 3,045
36124 99 All other corrected power.................. - - - -
- Represents zero. D Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual companies.

r/Revised by 5 percent or more from previously published data.

1/Product code 36124 58 is combined with product code 36124 64 to avoid disclosing data for
individual companies.

2/Product code 36124 69 is combined with product code 36124 75 to avoid disclosing data for
individual companies.

3/Product code 36124 72 is combined with product code 36124 74 to avoid disclosing data for
individual companies.

4/"Preheat start" and product codes 36124 77 and 36124 78 are combined with product code
36124 98 to avoid disclosing data for individual companies.

5/Product code 36124 96 is combined with product code 36124 97 to avoid disclosing data for
individual companies.

Second quarter

Quantity
25,799
16,734

6,490
4,873

)
2,265
2,608

1,617

10,244
1,614
1,470

144
8,158
@)
6,167
595
1,396
C)
a7
1,349
@)
D)
D)
472

9,065

D)
D)
)

)

3,696
3,248
268
D)
261

@)
@)
153
@)
183

Value
228,016
103,692

18,016
10,716
)
4,598
6,118

7,300

85,676
18,274
16,585
1,689
63,791
)
37,514
4,527
21,750
)
1,599
20,151
)
D)
D)
3,611

124,324

D)
D)
)

)

44,444
45,372
5,186
(D)
3,918

)
)
2,627
C)
3,145

Third quarter

Quantity
25,522
16,156

6,037
4,222
)
2,064
2,158 1/

1,815

10,119
1,441
1,321

120
8,248
(D)
6,544
509
1,195
@)
40
1,155
)
D)
D)
430

9,366

D)
D)
)

)

4,011
3,213
264
@)
265

@)
@)
149
)
229
()

Value
214,297
90,718

16,179
8,648
D)
3,961
4,687

7,531

74,539
15,085
13,710
1,375
56,251
&)
36,074
3,496
16,681
)
1,303
15,378
@)
D)
)
3,203

123,579

D)
D)
()

)

46,763
42,838
5,055
)
3,915

@)
)
2,286
)
3,914
()

Fourth quarter

Quantity
27,283
17,574

6,071
4,060

)
1,953
2,107

2,011

11,503
1,879
1,727

152
9,140
(D)
7,216
594
1,330
@)
55
1,275
)
D)
)
484

9,709

D)
D)
)

)

4,193
3,283
243
(D)
347

)
)
170
)
219
)

Value
236,064
108,205

17,219
8,755
&)
3,895
4,860

8,464

90,986
19,251
17,464
1,787
68,223
@)
42,450
4,346
21,427
(D)
1,849
19,578
@)
D)
(D)
3,512

127,859

D)
D)
)

)

48,597
43,779
4,429
@)
5,455

@)
(D)
2,526
(D)
3,589
()



Table 3. Quantity and Value of Shipments by type of Ballast: 1996
[Quantity in thousands of ballasts. Value in thousands of dollars]

Total
Product Product description
code Quantity Value Quantity
36124 Fluorescent lamp ballasts.................. 97,355 909,178 24,034
Magnetic type........ccceveereeieiiiiieie e 67,013 457,761 17,387
Uncorrected power-factor type
(less than 85 percent power factor).. 24,172 67,884 6,092
Preheat start..........ccocoecveeiecinciencnnns 17,339 36,908 4,406
36124 58 Single-ended compact lamps 1/....... (D) (D) (D)
36124 62 20 watt and less 10,757 19,412 2,727
36124 64 21 watts and over 1/ 6,582 17,496 1,679
36124 59 All other uncorrected power
type, including rapid start.................. 6,833 30,976 1,686
Corrected power-factor type
(85 percent power factor or above)... 42,841 389,877 11,295
Slimline and instant start................. 7,286 91,119 2,154
36124 67 Two-lamp 96T12 and 72T12......... 6,612 82,422 1,973
36124 68 Other Slimline and instant............ 673 8,697 181
Rapid Start...........cccoeveeieienennennene 33,322 281,888 8,560
36124 69 One-lamp 40W/48T12/RS 2/..... (D) (D) (D)
36124 71 Two-lamp 40W/48T12/RS 2/...... (D) (D) (D)
36124 75 Two-lamp 32W/48T8/RS 2I....... 28,027 186,461 7,148
All other rapid start 5,295 95,427 1,412
36124 72 800 to 1000 mA.. . 2,984 65,865 800
36124 73 1500 MA.....oooiiniieiieiee e 203 8,031 54
36124 74 Other rapid start.... 2,108 21,531 558
Preheat start 3/ (D) (D) (D)
36124 77 Single-ended compact lamps 3/.. (D) (D) (D)
36124 78 Linear and circline lamps 3/......... (D) (D) (D)
36124 98 All other corrected power 3/............. 2,234 16,870 581
EleCtronic type......ccuvveeiiiiieeiiiie e 30,342 451,417 6,647
Uncorrected power-factor type
(less than 90 percent power factor).... (D) (D) (D)
36124 91 Single ended compact lamps... (D) (D) (D)
36124 92 All other uncorrected power.. (D) (D) (D)
Corrected power-factor type
(90 percent power factor or above)..... (D) (D) (D)
Instant start:.
36124 93 One- and two-lamp 32W/48T8...... 12,466 164,632 2,694
36124 94 Three- and four-lamp 32W/48T8. 9,850 149,379 2,088
36124 95 Two-lamp 59W/96T8 847 18,479 191
36124 96 Two-lamp 75W/96T12/IS (D) (D) (D)
36124 97 All other instant start ..... (D) (D) (D)
Rapid start:.
36124 82 All B2W/A8TB.....ocvieieieniiereeiens (D) (D) (D)
36124 84 All other T8, 4 foot and less.......... (D) (D) (D)
36124 86 Two-lamp 40W/48T12/RS. . 761 12,489 181
36124 88 800 MA.....oiiiiiiiierie e 338 8,762 91
36124 89 All other rapid start..............cccc.. 537 9,415 104
36124 99 All other corrected power................... - - -
- Represents zero. D Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual companies.

First quarter

Value
217,161
119,910

16,711
9,346
)
4,707
4,639

7,365

103,199
26,133
23,902

2,231
72,719
@)
)
46,885
25,834
17,939
2,078
5,817
@)
@)
D)
4,347

97,251

)
@)
)

)

34,873
30,547
4,058
D)
)

@)
)
2,903
2,237
1,862

1/Product code 36124 58 is combined with product code 36124 64 to avoid disclosing data for

individual companies.

2/Product code 36124 69 is combined with product codes 36124 71 and 36124 75 to avoid disclosing data for

disclosing data for individual companies.

3/"Preheat start" and product codes 36124 77 and 36124 78 are combined with product code

36124 98 to avoid disclosing data for individual companies.

Second quarter

Quantity
23,452
16,204

5,769
4,481
)
2,909
1,572

1,288

10,435
1,658
1,488

170
8,251
@)
)
7009
1,242
662
48
532
@)
@)
)
526

7,248

)
@)
)

)

2,868

2,277
193
D)
)

@)
D)
192
85
134

Value
225,539
109,232

15,681
9,552
C)
5,130
4,422

6,129

93,551
20,910
18,721
2,189
68,654
@)
)
46,825
21,829
14,449
1,908
5,472
@)
@)
)
3,987

116,307

)
@)
)

)

41,033
37,652
4,553
)
)

@)
)
3,399
2,399
2,418

Third quarter

Quantity
23,943
15,844

5,601
3,861
)
2,390
1,471

1,740

10,243
1,606
1,448

158
8,053
@)
)
6,818
1,235
687

501
@)
@)
(D)
584

8,099

)
@)
)

)

3,339
2,667
208
)
)

@)
)
220

84
157

Value
228,964
107,896

15,953
8,150
()
4,426
3,724

7,803

91,943
20,007
18,053
1,954
67,672
)
)
45,837
21,835
15,105
1,780
4,950
)
)
)
4,264

121,068

)
)
)

)

44,494
41,195
4,493
(D)
(D)

)
)
3,522
2,175
2,672

Fourth quarter

Quantity
25,926
17,578

6,710
4,591
)
2,731
1,860

2,119

10,868
1,867
1,703

164
8,458
D)
)
7,052
1,406
835
54
517
@)
D)
D)
543

8,348

D)
D)
)

()

3,565
2,819
255
D)
)

D)
D)
168

78
142

Value
237,514
120,723

19,539
9,860
D)
5,149
4,711

9,679

101,184
24,069
21,746

2,323
72,843
@)
D)
46,914
25,929
18,372
2,265
5,292
)
@)
&)
4,272

116,791

D)
@)
)

)

44,232
39,985
5,375
D)
)

)
@)
2,665
1,951
2,463



Table 4. Shipments, Exports, and Imports of Fluorescent Lamp Ballasts: 1991 to 1997
[Quantity in thousands of ballasts. Value in thousands of dollars

Product

code

36124
36124
36124
36124
36124
36124
36124

Product description

Fluorescent lamp ballasts.......... 1997
Fluorescent lamp ballasts.......... 1996
Fluorescent lamp ballasts.......... 1995
Fluorescent lamp ballasts.......... 1994
Fluorescent lamp ballasts.......... 1993
Fluorescent lamp ballasts.......... 1992
Fluorescent lamp ballasts.......... 1991

Manufacturers'
shipments

Value
f.0.b.
Quantity plant
103,947 906,477
97,355 909,178
105,314 1,002,243
108,114 940,746
107,428 969,542
97,034 812,287
88,729 718,317

Export of domestic
merchandise 1/

Quantity 3/

22,982
17,955
10,400
10,178

8,117
10,382

6,142

Value
at
port 3/

128119
92191
72610
66697
64007
64789
38778

Imports for
consumption 2/

Quantity 3/

98,010
81,844
73,707
62,702
62,705
52,977
35,808

Value 3/ 4/

588,552
504,702
502,564
352,952
385,130
277,672
152,194

1/Source: Bureau of the Census report EM 545, U.S. Exports. Schedule B export number is 8504.10.0000.
2/Source: Bureau of the Census report IM 145, U.S. Imports for Consumption. HTSUSA import number is
8504.10.0000.
3/Exports/imports are overstated due to the inclusion of specialty transformers classified in product class 36123.
4/This value represents C.I.F. plus U.S. import duties.



